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Introduction

In 1988, the Board of Ada County
Commissioners and the Ada County Historic
Preservation Council began identifying and
designating historic properties in Ada
County. A reconnaissance survey in 1989
identified numerous historic resources in the
Star area and recommended future work
undertaken to evaluate the potential of a Star
Historic District. Subsequently, Ada County
Development Services submitted an

application to the Idaho State Historic
Preservation Office (ISHPQ) for Certified
Local Government grant monies to conduct a
Star Historic District Feasibility Study.
Grant monies were approved and on March
18, 1991 Ada County retained Planmakers to
conduct the study. This document
represents the results of that work.
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Regional location map illustrating Star’s central rurai location in Ada, Canyon, and Gem counties.



History of Star

In his thoughts on growing up in Star, former
resident Carl Reed recently wrote, “There is
" a definite sense of place at Star, Idaho.
Located some 16 miles west of Boise, it is
one of those very small towns that has been
relatively untouched by the urbanization of
moderm life. About a mile south of Star, the
Boise river meanders through groves of
deciduous trees and bushes. A few miles to
the north and to the west, the foothills begin
their rhythmically rounded shapes and then
lead on to the higher mountains in the back-
ground. Reclaimed from the desert at the
turn of the century, the land around Star was
cultivated into productive farms, thanks to a
well-regulated irrigation system. Thereis a
spaciousness about the place and yet a
comfortable proximity to all the points of
interest. On a human scale, it is completely
manageable, and presents few complexites.”

Pioneer Settiement

The community of Star was one of the
earliest in the Boise Valley. The Pioneer
ditch was started in 1863 by M.B. Palmer
and later extended to the Middleton Mill.
Due to this irrigation ditch and its supply of
water, the country between Star and
Middieton was one of the first areas settled in
the Boise Valley.

One of the first settlers was Ben F. Swalley
who in 1864 drove his ox team and wagon
onto 300 acres of land along the Boise River,
a mile east of the present town. Others
followed, homesteading the good farm land
along the Boise River. The surrounding
farms often catered to the needs of early
travelers and miners, providing them with
food and lodging in Star on their way to and
from Boise and the mines in the Boise Basin.

The first location of the village of Star was
one mile to the east of present Star, about
half way between the present town of Star
and the Star-Emmett junction. The first
schoolhouse, part of District 20, was built

Star Post Office and Store, ¢. 1890. Family of -
postmaster Silas S. Gray. Notice star on sign.
(ISHS 76-81.3)

there in the 1870s on land donated by B.F.
Swalley. When the settlers finished building
the schoolhouse, they couldn’t decide on a
name for the building. One of the men
sawed out a star and nailed it to the front
door, pounding nails all around the edge of
the star, This became an important landmark
for miles around, and was a guide for travel-
ers and miners. When they came to the
schoolhouse with the star on the door, they
could travel west one mile and find board
and lodging for the night. So in time, the
town became known as Star.




Genera)] Blacksmith Work, All Work Guaranteed.
c. 1910. Blacksmiths in Star were kept busy with
horse-shoeing for farmers, cowboys, emigrants
passing through the country, and plow shears 1o
sharpen. (ISHS 78-43.12)

The village of Star began to grow, providing
services 1o travelers and serving as a rural
center for neighboring farmers and ranchers.
In 1880, a post office was established in Star
with Shepp Gray the first postmaster and
proprietor of the general store. The early
settiement also had two blacksmith shops for
“iron work” as well as the district school-
house, two churches, and half a score of
residences. The first hotel was opened in
1888. One of the first brick buildings in Star
was built in 1895 by Dr. O.W. Hall. Dr, Hall
had a drug store and office there and served
the community with distinction into his 90's.

' located on the southeast corner of 1st Street and Star
Read. (ISHS 7843.9)

Star Red Front Barn. J. O. Kincaid and Son. (ISHS
78-43.11)

Chas S. Geerhart

EXPERT HORSESHOER
AND BLACKSMITH
Wagon and Carriage Repairing

STAR -~ -~ - - IDAHO

1915 Boise City Directory

Star Hotel operated by Mr. and Mrs. J.O. Kincaid.
Their Star Livery was located next door, ¢. 1910.
(ISHS 78-43.8)
































































































