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BOISE AREA OF IMPACT SURVEY

Introduction

- The Boise Area of Impact Survey was conducted to identify the historic resources which will be
impacted by urban expansion into rural agricultural areas immediately beyond the Boise City limits.
Ada County and Boise City jointly sponsored this study to determine the extent of the resources and
need for their future documentation and protection. As designated Certified Local Governments, Ada
County and Boise City received partial funding for this study from the Idaho State Historic
Preservation Office.

This study involved surveying three areas around Boise as determined by the Ada County and Boise
City Planning staffs as being impacted by urban growth. Resources were documented using black and
white photos. Site forms were completed, and an analysis of the history of the land use coupled with
urban growth impacts was conducted. Each site was ranked according to the pressure or threats that
urban expansion created. ]

ethodolo.

The methodology that was used to ascertain which resources were to be surveyed and the ranking of
the resources involved the following elements.

1. Survey resources within the three target areas. Criteria depended upon estimated age of the
resource being 50 years old or older, and the degree of integrity which the resource
displayed. Given the rural location of the majority of the sites, many properties contained a
residence and outbuildings. If the integrity of the residence was compromised due to
alterations, yet the outbuildings displayed few changes, the resource was surveyed. Black and
white photos were taken of the site, often more than one if the site had numerous buildings
and/or a landscape that added integrity to the resource. Survey forms were completed for the
required information.

2. Using zoning maps of each area and observing the landscape during the survey, four rankings
were established to define the impact of urban expansion on each resource. The four rankings
are as follows:

A. Under Pressure: A ranking whereby the zoning designation of each property and its
surrounding properties pressures the resource. The predominant zoning designations

are:
1. AP-2 - agricultural preservation until the extension of urban services, water
and sewer, allows for urban development.
2. R1, R3, or R8 - residential development of one, one to three, or three to eight
* units per acre.
3. C-1 or C-2 - neighborhood commercial or highway commercial development.

No AP-1 zoning designation was found; agricultural land not intended for future urban
expansion. Consequently the vast majority of the sites are in jeopardy of future residential or
commercial development.



B. Potential Threat: A ranking whereby a variety of impacts potentially threaten the

resource.

1. Widening of two lane roads to three or five lanes due to increased traffic
volume. : .

2. A residential resource zoned commercial would be threatened with possible

. demolition.

3. An archaeological site threatened with increased destruction of evidence by

over use of the area due to urban expansion.

C. Under Pressure with Potential Threat: A ranking whereby zoning pfessure coupled
with threats to the resource create a more complex impact on the resource.

D. No Pressure: This ranking indicated that the resource is important to the target area,
but is buffered by other properties and no potential threats are evident. These
resources are located within the Ustick Road survey area and are important resources
for a possible historic district.

Intrinsically, there are other factors that follow urban expansion into a rural agricultural area -
that impact an historic resource. Factors that one should be aware of, but were not used as
strict impacts on a site could include noise, air, and water pollution. The increased traffic
volume associated with urban growth changes a serene agricultural area to a noisy, more
polluted environment. The historic feeling of an agricultural landscape is thus affected. Also
as land uses change, so does the associative vegetation. The destruction of a windbreak of
trees impacts the historic character of the agricultural setting. Consequently, some potential
threats to a resource entail a chain reaction of interrelated impacts upon an area.

3. Historic use of the land in each survey area. Research was conducted to ascertain the change
in the land uses of each survey area. An analysis of the present and potential land uses was
studied to create an historic overview of each area. Research of individual properties was not
conducted, as it is beyond the scope of this project. Those properties that exhibit potential
historic importance are prioritized for further study.

4. Maps delineating the location and ranking of each inventoried property are provided. Each
- ranking is coded to the property inventoried.

West State Street Area History

The West State Street survey area includes Sections 13 and 24, T.4N., R.1E. Major roads that
penetrate the survey area are West State Street and Hill Road which run east-west. North-south roads
are Bogart Lane, Gary Lane and Glenwood Street. Local streets subdivide these sections. The Boise
River borders the southern part of this study area.

Historical information for this area is mainly based on a series of maps depicting the development of
roads, irrigation canals, and land ownership. Maps tracing the route of emigrants through the Boise
Valley indicate two branches of the Oregon Trail were the predecessors of Hill Road and West State
Street. Evidence of these early trails have vanished with road improvements and land usage.!

An 1897 United States Gedlogical Survey map depicts unnamed roads that follow present day West
State Street, Hill Road, and Bogart Lane. The Farmers Canal, which parallels Hill Road, winds




through this area and ends just west of Section 13. The earliest known work on the Farmers Union
Canal began in 1865. By 1895, six miles extended from the Boise River east of the city, crossed
north of the city, and irrigated farmland to the northwest of Boise. By 1899 the canal was twenty-
four miles long extending beyond the community of Star. This canal was also called the Farmers
Union Ditch and the Farmers Canal. 2

The Dry Creek Ditch, later Dry Creek Canal, was established in 1879. It begins in Section 24 at the
Boise River. By 1900 it extended 13 miles westward. > Another smaller canal began at the Boise
River west of the city, paralleled West State Street on the north and terminated west of Section 24 in
1897. This was identified on later maps as the Valley Canal. * Annie Laurie Bird states in her book
Boise, the Peace Valley, "Thus, in 1895, the larger ditches on the north side were in operation,
agriculture was carried on extensively, and homes had become permanent."*

A map depicting agriculture land in Ada County, ¢. 1905, indicates the Farmers Union Canal
extended westward and joined Dry Creek north of Eagle. West State Street is called Valley Road on
this map. The Valley Ditch nor the Dry Creek Ditch are shown on this map. Practically all the land
has been subdivided and landowners names are shown within Sections 13 and 24.5

A 1920 map shows the electric street car line paralleling West State Street linking Boise with Eagle
and Star.” By 1938, the Metzker’s Atlas of Ada County indicates Sections 13 and 24 were further
subdivided with roads. Though unnamed, they coincide with present day Gary Lane, Sloan Street,
Caswell Street, Roe Street, and Strawberry Glenn Road. A bridge at Strawberry Glenn Road linked
the survey area with Strawberry Glenn on the south side of Boise River. This map also shows land
ownership.®

A 1950 General Highway Map for Ada County indicates an airfield along the Boise River west of
Strawberry Glenn Road. The landing field is still present on the 1975 and 1980 aerial photos of Ada
county. These aerial photos indicate increased subdivision of agricultural land for residential,
commercial and mobile home courts. The Strawberry Glenn Bridge was removed before the 1980
aerial photo was taken. The 1985 aerial photo indicates the airfield off Strawberry Glenn Road has
been replaced with residential development. Commercial development has progressed at the Gary
Lane - West State Street - Glenwood Road intersection. Current zoning maps for this area show that
no agricultural land is to be preserved for future agricultural purposes. Present agricultural land is
zoned for urban expansion when urban services, water and sewer systems, become available.
Predominantly, the area is zoned residential with some commercial areas along West State Street and
" Glenwood Road.’

W tate Street Survey Resul

Twenty-seven resources were surveyed in the West State Street area. Nine sites are agricultural
resources with residences, barns and/or outbuildings. Seventeen sites are residences, some with
garages or other outbuildings. One site is a large barn from a farmstead which has been subdivided.
The ranking of resources in the West State Street area includes thirteen under pressure and fourteen
under pressure with potential threats of additional impacts on the resource.

Analysis of this area indicates through the zoning designations that the Glenwood - West State Street-
Gary Lane intersection will continue to become developed for commercial endeavors. Commercial
development will probably proceed westward along State Street and south along Glenwood to the
Boise River. Present agricultural land will eventually be divided into smaller parcels for residential




use. As development increases, Gary Lane, Hill Road and Bogart Lane are potential candidates for
widening to accommodate greater traffic volume.

Ustick Road Survey Area History

The Ustick Road survey area includes Section 34, T.4N., R.1E., and Section 3, T.3N., R.1E. Major
roads which define the area on the east and west are North Five Mile Road and North Cloverdale
Road. McMillan Road is the north boundary and Fairview borders the south. Ustick Road divides
the two sections. Other local roads penetrate the two sections.

The 1897 U.S.G.S. map indicates a road located along the present McMillan Road and a road near
North Cloverdale. A third road cuts Section 3 diagonally, but does not coincide with any present
road. The Settler’s Canal is depicted winding southerly through both sections. The Settlers Ditch
(later Canal and also known as the Lemp Canal) began in 1884, with little progress made over the
next six years. Completion was in 1891 with lateral ditches extended in 1892.'°

The c. 1905 Agricultural Lands in Ada County map depicts the Settler’s Canal with a lateral slough
extending east and west through Section 3. All the land in these two sections has been claimed with
landowner’s names labeled. H. P. Ustick is the owner of the western half of the northeast quarter of
Section 3. The impetus for development of this area by Dr. Harlan Page Ustick was the locating of
the Boise Valley Line, a railroad line, six miles south of Ustick by 1907. Headlines in the Idaho
Daily Statesman proclaimed "Stores, Buildings, and Residences to go up soon and Baptist Church and
Union School Contemplated - Boise Valley Line Being Built to Nampa.” On April 12, 1907 land in
the Ustick community was platted into 110 lots with a store and bank planned for the corners of
Market (Mumbarto Avenue) and Main Streets (Ustick Road). Articles of incorporation were filed for
the bank on July 30, 1907. This community center was surrounded by irrigated farmland. A second
force that further established the community was the Interurban Street Car Company’s lines that
linked Boise and Nampa. The electric lines which ran along Ustick Road were completed in
December 1910. Along with the bank, store, and residences, the community boosted an interurban
depot, fruit packing plant, post office, churches, and school. The community survived until
automobiles replaced the streetcar line in 1928 and its link to other small towns was severed. The
1920 Intermountain Map of Ada County shows the streetcar line, but it is gone on the 1938 Metzker’s
Map. Also by 1938 the major defining roads of the two sections are developed.

{

The 1950 General Highway Map for Ada County indicates Ustick as having a population of 100.
Section 34, north of Ustick Road was not penetrated by any streets and development was still located
only along McMillan, North Cloverdale, North Five Mile, and Ustick Roads. By 1975, the aerial
photos show subdivisions in the north half of this section with the beginnings of a subdivision off of
Ustick. The 1980 and 1985 aerial photos of Section 34 show the rapid development, including a
school, two churches, and commercial activity at the northwest corner of Ustick and North Five Mile
Roads. The 1990 aerial photo shows very few small isolated tracts of agricultural land. Section 3,
south of Ustick Road has endured the same rapid development between 1975-90. These aerial photos
indicate more growth along Fairview, North Five Mile, Ustick and North Cloverdale Roads. The
central part of the section has maintained some large agricultural spaces. Current zoning maps
indicate no agricultural spaces are to be preserved for the future. Commercial zoning is occurring
along Ustick and North Fairview Roads. Those open spaces that have not been developed for
residential use are zoned as such for the future.’




tick R urvey Results

Twenty-eight resources were surveyed in the Ustick Road area. Seven sites are agricultural resources
with residences, barns and/or outbuildings, nineteen sites are residences, some with garages or other
outbuildings, and two are commercial resources. The ranking of resources in the Ustick Road survey
area includes: ten under pressure, fourteen under pressure with potential threats, and one potentially
threatened only. Three resources are under no pressure but are important historic resources to the
Ustick area. These three sites are located in the original Ustick community.

Analysis of this area indicates through the zoning designations that Fairview Avenue and Ustick Road
will become more commercially oriented. Subdevelopment of present agricultural land for residential
parcels will continue to occur. North Cloverdale, North Five Mile , McMillan and Ustick Roads will
be widened to accommodate greater traffic volume. This puts the historic resources along Ustick in
jeopardy. Widening of Ustick Road to three lanes will harm these resources, but if five lanes occurs,
many of the resources will have the road at their doorsteps.

t Boi urvey Area Histor

The East Boise Survéy area includes Sections 18, 19, 29, 30, 31, 32, and 33 of T.3N., R.3E. Major
roads that penetrate this area are Highway 21, Boise Avenue, Amity Road, Holcomb Road and Eckert
Road. The Boise River flows from the southeast to northwest through this area.

Maps tracing the route of emigrants through this area indicate that the Oregon Trail followed the
bench south of the Boise River through Sections 33 and 32 and dropped into the river valley in
Section:31. A second route of the Oregon Trail dropped into the river valley farther to the southeast
- and its:route coincides with Boise Avenue. Most of these two trail sections have been obliterated by
development, however, some evidence of the trail still continues from the southeast along the bench
into Sectlons 33 and 32 of this survey area.”

- On the 1897 U.S.G.S. map, a road, presumably Boise Avenue, follows the lower Oregon Trail route
through survey sections 33, 32, 29 and 30. Also shown on this map is Highway 21 on the north side
of the river. This map also indicates the beginning of the Nampa Land Improvement Company Canal
in Section 29. - This canal, begun in 1865, went through a series of developers until 1878 when
William Ridenbaugh took over the project. The canal extended to Five Mile Creek by this time.
During the next decade it had advanced a few miles further to Ten Mile Creek. By 1891 it had
progressed beyond the Nampa area to Deer Flat Reservoir. In 1894, 1,500 people were served by the
Ridenbaugh Canal. The canal was an important element in the establishment of the community of
Nampa.*

The c. 1905 Agricultural Lands in Ada County Map indicates that the Table Rock area was owned by
The Jellison Brothers Stone Company. The Barber Lumber Company owned many tracts of land in
Sections 28, 29, 32 and 33 along both sides of the Boise River. Many other tracts of land were
claimed within the survey area as well. The New York Canal is shown on this map, though not on
the earlier 1897 U.S.G.S. map. Conceived in 1882 by A.D. Foote as The Idaho Mining and
Irrigation Company, the New York Canal was begun in 1890 and by 1891 extended six miles
westward. The United States Reclamation Service completed the project in 1909. The 55 mile canal
extends to Deer Flat Reservoir serving 167,000 acres of land by feeding many smaller canals
throughout the Boise Valley."




The Barber Lumber company began erecting a dam, lumber mill, power plant, and company town
five miles east of Boise in 1904. The business merged with the Payette Lumber Company in 1914.
The mill and company town operated until 1934. Only the powerhouse, dam and a few other
remnants of the operation remain. The company town of Barber, (also known as Barberton and
Barber Flats), was located across Highway 21 where a mobile home park now exists. The town had
a boarding house, dance hall, and 104 dwellings. The town was abandoned after the mill closed
during the Depression. The dam and mill site has had considerable documentation and has been listed
on the National Register of Historic Places !

The 1920 Intermountain Map of Ada County indicates that Barber was served by the Interurban Street
Car Company Lines which extended eastward along the river. The town of Barber is still shown on
the 1938 Metzker’s Map. By this time, Eckert Road connects both sides of the river. For the first
time the Penitentiary Canal is shown irrigating the north side of the river. The quarry at Table Rock.
is also designated. The 1950 Ada County Highway Map still shows the town of Barber. This map
defines Amity Road connecting Eckert Road and Boise Avenue."

All the historic resources for this survey area were found in Sections 18, 19, 29, and 30 except for
the Oregon Trail which crosses Sections 31 and 23. Section 19, south of Table Rock, has shown
considerable development since 1950. The 1975 aerial photo indicates a residential subdivision being
carved on this bench below Table Rock. This residential area has crept up the hillside over the past

20 years and is encroaching upon two Native American archaeological sites found around Table Rock.

Open spaces in Section 18 and 19 around Table Rock are zoned AP-2 encouraging additional urban
expansion.'®

Other developments have occurred in Section 30 and 31 along Boise Avenue and the bench south of
the river. A considerable number of residential subdivisions have been established in these areas.
Further encroachment upon traces of the Oregon Trail may occur to the east in Sections 32, and 33.
The majority of Sections 29, 32 and 33 are zoned AP-2, thus urban expansion will be occurring in
these areas.

| East Boise Survey Results

Twelve resources were surveyed in this East Boise Area. Five sites are under pressure, four sites
are under pressure with potential threats, and one site is potentially threatened. Two linear resources,
the Ridenbaugh and New York Canals are under no pressure nor are they potentially threatened.

Analysis of the area indicates that urban expansion is the probable future in the majority of the survey
area. Particular concern is the Table Rock area where archaeological evidence is located. The
majority of the resources in this area are well buffered from the impact of potential road widening.

Conclusions and Recommendations

Sixty-seven resources were inventoried in the Boise Are of Impact Survey. The resource types
include: one church (formerly a residence), two commercial buildings (one formerly a residence),
three engineering structures, four archaeological sites, twenty farmsteads, and thirty-seven residences
(one formerly a commercial building and one formerly a school). Nine of these properties were
inventoried in the "Ada County Farmstead Survey," three were inventoried in the "Ada County
Historic Resources: A Reconnaissance Survey," and one was inventoried in "A Study of Irrigation
and the Development of Ada County.” Three of the archaeological sites were also previously
surveyed. Three of the resources are already listed on the National Register of Historic Places: the



