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INTRODUCTION

GCM Services, Inc., of Boise conducted a Class 11 archaeological inventory of 718 acres in
the Dry Creek Valley in the western foothills north of Boise, Idaho. The survey was
conducted at the request of Ada County Development Services and the Ada County Historic
Preservation Council (ACHPC) as part of an attempt to inventory cultural resources on all
unincorporated land within Ada County. The survey was conducted at intervals between Apnl
6 and August 11, 1995, by Robert G. Haynes-Peterson, archaeologist, and Barbara Bauer,
histortan, as landowner permission was obtained. The survey was conducted entirely on
private land by permission of individual landowners.

A total of one historic site and two isolated artifacts (IO's) were recorded during the survey.
The site, previously recorded as site the Emery House (015218), was the Stack Rock School,
used as a schoolhouse during the first haif of the 20th century. It is now used as a residence,
and is not considered eligible for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. The
isolated artifacts, a chert secondary flake and an axe handle, were both located along Currant
Creek, a major tributary of Dry Creek, suggesting the potential for archaeological resources
along such tributaries.

The project attempted to test a model predicting the relative site density of different "sensitivity
zones" of the Boise foothills. The model was developed by SAIC (1993; 1994), in an attempt
to recommend appropriate levels of archaeological investigation within these sensitivity zones.

The report outlines the methods used to conduct the inventory -outlines previous research in the
area, and describes the outcome of the survey. A brief analysis of the site sensitivity predictive
model and its application in the field is also discussed, along with recommendations for future
research in the area. Site forms and IO forms are included in Appendix A. Site forms from
previously recorded sites are included in Appendix B. Interview notes and copies of the letter
sent to Dry Creek residents are included in Appendix C.

PROJECT LOCATION/PHYSICAL SETTING

The general location of the project area is at the base of the western foothills of the Boise Front
Range, in the Dry Creek Valley. Dry Creek runs through the middle of the valley, flowing
southwest to the Boise River some five miles to the west-southwest. Elevations range from a
high of about 3230 feet on some knolltops, to 2720 feet in the west end of the valley floor.,
Significant tributaries into Dry Creek include Currant Creek, McFarland Creek and Spring
Valley Creek. Figures 1 and 2 show the general and specific locations of the project area.

Specifically, the Dry Creek Valley and the current project area are encompassed within the
following legal locations:

Township 5N, Range 1E, Sections 25, 26, 35 and 36

Township 5N, Range 2E, Sections 29, 30, 31 and 32

Township 4N, Range 2E, Sections 4, 5, 9 and 10

The area is characterized by a broad, level floodplain, surrounded by ridgetops, and moderate
to steep slopes. Draws and drainages separate the hills, and provide less steep slopes as they
open onto the floodplain. Although the drainages normally cease to flow after early spring, an
unusuaily wet spring and the presence of small, nearly vear-round springs, provided a trickle
of water in the larger drainages as late as the first week in August.
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Figure 1. General location of the project area.
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Figure 2. Specific location of project area (USGS Boise North, ID and Eagle, ID 7.5' Series),
showing sites and isolated artifacts recorded during the survey.
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Figure 3. Overview of the project area, looking north over Dry Creek.

Figure 4. Overviews of the project area facing west along Currant Creek.
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Vegetation consists generally of sagebrush and grass communities along the hillsides and
hilltops, with few trees. Much of the floodplain has been cultivated, primarily for hay, but
narrow riparian zones occur along Current Creek, McFarland Creek and parts of Dry Creek.
Vegetation in the riparian zones include birch, willow, dogwood, hackberry, primrose, wild
and feral berries, nettles, and various forbs. Due to the particularly wet spring during the
current project, wildflowers, tall grasses and numerous forbs were common even in the
grasslands away from the drainages.

Common large fauna in the region include Deer, elk and coyote. Mule deer were observed in
the foothills surrounding Dry Creek during the survey. Bear and cougar have also been
occasionally reported throughout the years (Wyman 1989). Smaller mammals include
cottontail, pocket gopher, ground squirrel and jackrabbit. Birds commonly observed in the
area include red-tailed hawk, ferruginous hawk, sage grouse, pheasant, red-winged black bird,
and various sparrows. Bald and golden eagle have also been observed in the area, and crows
were observed during the survey. Reptiles include the Western rattlesnake, Western ground
snake, bullsnake, and Western fence lizard (Meatte 1990). Homed-toad lizards were also
observed during the current survey.

METHODS

The project consisted of three major tasks. Task I included library research, and site file
searches at the Idaho SHPO's office and the BLM public room, as well as the acquiring of the
individual landowner's permissions to gain access to survey their lands. Task II consisted of
the fieldwork - archaeological survey, site recording, and field interviews of local residents.
Task [T consisted of the drafting of the report.

As mandated in the RFP, GCM Services was required to obtain landowner's permission to
access individual parcels, as the entire project is on private land. Names and addresses of the
major landowners in the Dry Creek Valley were provided by the ACHPC. In general, this
involved a three-part process. First, the archaeologist called the individuals listed (usually
reaching the answering machine) to announce who he was, and Ada County's and GCM's
intent. Several return numbers, including the archaeologist's home number, were given to
obtain more information or give permission. Immediately afterward, cover letters on company
letterhead were sent out to better explain the project. A "permission to gain access” form was
enclosed which both sought landowner's permission to survey, and provided an option to talk
with the archaeologist and historian about the landowner's knowledge of the area, regardless of
whether permission to survey was granted. If no response was received to the letter, more
phone calls were piaced to try and make contact. The results of individual contacts are outlined
below in Table 1.

Table I. Results of landowner contact.

Landowner Letter(s) Sent Phone Call(s) Results
Brady, Michael &  4-3-95 Michael - |, Permission Denied
Kathleen Kathleen - 4 messages

Echanove, Pedro  3-15-95/4-3-93 3 or more messages Permission Denied
Spoke with Lee No response to letter

Garrow James & 3-15-95 Disconnected No response

Carnldinas

Vincen, David 4.5-95/4-17-95 I call, Several msgs ~ No final response
Vincen said he'd consider a survey

Harris, Dale & none sent 2 messages, call Permission Granted

Wendy returned by Wendy
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Table 1 (continued)

Lapdowner Letter(s) Sent Phone Call(s) Results

Grossman, Jim 4-7-95 6+ calls, meeting with Permission denied,
Clark & Grossman Granted in late-July

Jeker, Julius 4-10-95 no calls No response

Murphy, Kenneth & 5-19-95 2 messages No response

Marian

Miner, Susan & 5-19-95 | message Permission Granted

Greg

Brush, Pat none sent meeting, 2 messages  No final response
she wanted survey, husband didn't

Neville, William 6-2-95 1 call Permission Denied

Watkins, Troy 6-7-95 No call No response

Once landowner permission was obtained, a meeting was arranged to determine the extent of
the landowner's property, and discuss the landowner's knowledge of the area, and any
potential sites the landowner may be aware of. The surveys conducted were systematic,
parallel pedestrian surveys, designed to attempt 100% coverage of the area. Transects were
spaced 10 to 25 m apart, depending on the terrain and increased potential for cultural resources.
Areas that had the potential to reveal information about the parcel’s subsurface - rodent holes,
drainage cuts, tilled fields - were intensively examined for cuitural resources. Outcrops were
inspected for shelters, talus burials and rock art. If sites were found, the extent of features and
artifacts were determined. Sites were photographed and recorded to scale using compass and
tape. Historic sites were recorded with the assistance of Barbara Bauer. No subsurface testing
or artifact collection was conducted. One notable change during the course of the survey was
the increase in surface vegetation. When the Harris property was surveyed in early April, very
little grass had grown, and fields were bare. By the time the Miner property was surveyed in
late May, after a wet spring, in some areas grasses stood one meter high and surface visibility
was nearly zero. When Jim Grossman's property was surveyed in late July / early August, the
grasses were dried, but now matted. Ground visibility was still near zero in many places,
particularty on broad slopes away from the Dry Creek Valley. It became clear that the best time
to conduct surface surveys in the Dry Creek Valley are early spring or late fall.

Task III, the report, was compiled by Robert G. Haynes-Peterson and Barbara Bauer, and
edited by Lynn Fredlund. Because of the deadlines mandated on CLGs by the Idaho SHPO,
and the late date of permission granted by the largest landholder, completion of Task II took
place on an abbreviated schedule based on the available acreage to survey. The purpose of the
report is a partial fulfillment of Section 8-20-4 of the Ada County Code which specifies that the
ACHPC shall promote the educational, cultural, economic and general welfare of the county
through identification. evaluation, designation and protection of the county's historic
properties, and allows the county to meet the terms of its CLG grant. The report outlines the
project area, cultural resources identified, a brief history of the area and resources, and
recommendations for the National Register eligibility of resoyrces identified.






